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General Jackson, as in everything else, when the surrender was made by the Spanish Governor of Florida, was ready to commence business. On the day after the exchange of flags he appointed mayors and aldermen for the cities and empowered them to levy taxes for the support of the cities.
The mayor and aldermen of St. Augustine laid a tax of twenty-five cents on every one hundred dollars worth of real estate, a tax of one dollar a year on each slave, two dollars a year on each dog, twenty-four dollars a year on each dram shop, fifty dollars a year on billiard tables, ten dollars on riding carriages, seven and one-half per cent, on gross auction sales.
The politicians made the charge, in the many fights they made on him, that this was beyond his authority as prescribed in the commission, but Jackson beat them by showing that such power had been exercised by the Spanish city authorities, and that in the organization he was empowered with all the authority the Spaniards had exercised.
The main fight made on him by the politicians, in reference to the ordinance made, was for the violation of his commission in that the commission and the act of Congress required that he should protect the people of Florida in the "free enjoyment of their religion."
The regulation issued by him was :
"As the Christian Sabbath is observed throughout the civili2ed world, it is ordained that in order to remove any doubt which might be entertained with respect to the powers of the Mayor and Council on the subject, the said Mayor and Council be authorized to make any regulations on the observance thereof which they may deem proper."
The politicians in the hunt for something that would reach the public mind and effectually check the onward march of the man who, though a rough backwoodsman, had been made a Major General in the United States army, andomsoever, any title or claims to land within the same." the midst they crowned him with a crown of
